	Funeral happens usually 1-2 weeks later.
	When near death they receive final rights in the form of reciting hymns from Sikh holy scriptures, lead by priest of giani from local Gurdwara.


	Arrangements for the funeral begin immediately. The body is washed and dressed. The body is surrounded by flowers (orange and white chrysanthemums as they are a mourning flower of Asia) 
	Cremation and burial are seen as both acceptable funeral services. 

	Hair is covered and body is buried with 5 articles of faith (Kesh- uncut hair, kangha – wooden hair comb, kara – iron bracelet, kachera- cotton undergarment, kirpan-iron dagger)
	Burial service follows a gathering of people, reading from the bible, sermon, personal reading, prayers, a reflection, a farewell and finally a committal to the ground. 

	Mourners usually toss dirt and dust onto coffin before burial. Headstones are usually used to mark the burial site. People often visit graves to help them remember.
	Death is seen as a natural process and an opportunity for the soul to be reunited with God. Funeral is seen as a celebration. It’s seen as the completion of life rather than sadness at the person’s death.

	Once the person has died, the physical body no longer has a purpose. Bodies are often cremated but no monument or headstone is allowed because through reincarnation the soul has already passed into another body leaving only the shell. 
	 Funeral service is simple. It happens at home, in the Gurdwara or at the crematorium. They say a community prayer and then just two daily prayers.


	People are expected to mourn quietly and privately, and they are not really allowed to show public displays of emotion. 
	Funeral used to grieve for the person and give thanks for their life. 

	Belief that the person will be judged by god and he will make the decision as to whether the person goes to heaven or hell.
	Information is usually left by the dead about what kind of funeral they want. 

	After the funeral, the family read from the holy book which they must read in full over the next 3-10 days. On the 1st anniversary family meet up together to celebrate the life of the lost one. 
	After the funeral, mourners usually attend a wake which is a social gathering for friends and family to remember the person who has died.

	Ashes are scattered over flowing water.
	Death customs often reflect different branches of faith.
-Minister anoints the dying.
-Catholicism- dying have a final confession
-Protestant- no confession.

	If cremated, the ashes are usually scattered in a place which is considered special to the dead or they can be buried.

	



