Edward was named after Edward the Confessor, who his father, Henry III, greatly venerated. In Edward’s early life there were many battles for the Kingdom of England, as the barons revolted again, led by Edward’s uncle Simon de Montford. Edward was involved in this war both politically and militarily. He was held captive by de Montford, but managed to escape and fought against him in the Battle of Evesham, where de Montford was killed. A skilled general and religious man, Edward then went on a Crusade, but had to return to England after his father died in 1272. Edward married Eleanor of Castille as part of a political deal, he was 14 and she was 12. However, they had a long and loving marriage, which was unusual for medieval monarchs. They had 16 children together and Edward built twelve monuments to her memory after she died. There are known as Eleanor crosses, and many can still be found today.

Who was Edward named after?
Who held him captive?
Why did Edward return to England in 1272?
Who did Edward marry?
How old was he when he married?
How many children did he have?
