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Monday 3rd September 1666

By James McAdams

In the early hours of yesterday
morning, a huge, blazing fire
started in a baker’s shop in
Pudding Lane. But how did this
happen? Someone forgot to put
out the oven fires, so the house
caught alight and then spread,
causing devastation across

much of London!

PUDDING

The fire started in a house
belonging to a baker called
Mr Thomas Farynor. When he

was questioned later, he said,
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“I checked all five fire hearths
in my house and | was sure that
the fires were out!” His family
were woken up early in the
morning by a huge fire in the
ground floor of their house, so
they were not able to use the
stairs and they had to climb
through an upstairs window

to escape!

By mid-morning, many families
had tried to escape because the
fire was spreading so quickly.
People ran to escape the blaze,

but this was almost impossible.

Some people said that the fire
was so large that it could be

seen from a quarter of a mile
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away. By the afternoon, more
than three hundred houses had

already been destroyed.

By last night, the great fire had
spread over half a mile. King
Charles Il ordered the Mayor of
London to pull down some of the
houses because he thqught it
would stop the spread of the fire.
This didn’t work. The houses were
so tightly packed together that

it was impossible to pull down

enough houses to stop the fire.
It seems that stopping it is an

incredibly difficult task!

The mayor has now ordered that
people do not bring any carts ned
the fire after many locals tried to
do this to collect their goods. Also,
eight fire posts will be created
with thirty soldiers at each one

to try and stop the damage

spreading any further.





