Titanic – some background information
Useful websites
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/titanic.htm 
Quite a readable account of what happened on the night of April 14th 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinking_of_the_RMS_Titanic  
Usual Wikipedia but has lots of info and links
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1avWJELB9Ek  
Quite a dramatic short (2 minutes) film created to show the Titanic striking the iceberg and sinking. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Titanic 
More info of a more general nature
PUT ‘sinking of the Titanic’ into Google images and get some really good pictures – from the time as well as subsequently produced. 
http://history1900s.about.com/od/1910s/p/titanic.htm  Quite a good lengthy account – fairly readable. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/britain_wwone/titanic_01.shtml   THE BEST of the sites in terms of the quality and quantity of information given. REALLY worth a read before teaching this session.  
Key FACTS 
· The Titanic was built by White Star and was the largest ship in the world when she was launched in 1912.  She was not as grand and bejewelled as her sister ship the Oceana but she had nevertheless many beautifully appointed apartments, ballrooms and restaurants.  
· Titanic was neither the fastest nor the grandest ship of her era. She also had an ‘Achilles Heel’ in that her rudder was thin and poorly specified. Little thought had been given to how a ship of this size could turn in an emergency or avoid collision with an iceberg.  
· Titanic was not trying to beat the record for an Atlantic Crossing Time, and it is exceedingly unlikely that the Captain – an experienced man – took orders from anyone other than his own judgement on this matter. 
· The Titanic had not enough lifeboats for her passengers and crew. She sank with over 1000 people still on board.  She struck the iceberg at 23:40 and sank at 02:20.  
· Captain Smith failed to heed warnings about icebergs, he did not slow his ship when ice was reported directly in his path and he allowed lifeboats to leave the sinking ship partially filled, unnecessarily adding at least 500 names to the list of the dead. The first lifeboat, which could have held 40 people, left the ship in flat calm conditions carrying just 12 people. 

