Poetry Definitions

imagery                -        the use of strong language which creates pictures (images) in your mind
as you read it. All the uses of language given below may be referred to as 
imagery, especially simile and metaphor.

simile 	                  -	a type of description where a thing or person is compared to
something else. It is usually introduced by like … or as… as …, 
e.g. The park was as silent as midnight.
The book spun through the air like a confused spaceship.

metaphor	    -	in this comparison an object is spoken of as though it is 
			something else, even though it is clear that this is not literally
true. e.g. My gran is an absolute diamond. 
Her cutting comments sawed sharply through our conversation.

personification      -	a special type of metaphor in which an object is spoken of as
though it has human (or sometimes animal) qualities, e.g. The kettle sang 
and whistled cheerfully. Poor Adam had been completely swallowed 
up by a ferocious pile of homework.

rhythm	                     -	the sound system in poetry or music, created with the use of
stressed and unstressed syllables, e.g. To be or not to be – that is the question. 
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall.

rhyme		       -     two words are said to rhyme when they end with either the same
vowel phoneme or the same vowel-plus-consonant pair of 
phonemes, e.g. sky / try; trap / clap / mishap

rhyme scheme       -     in rhyming poetry the rhymes usually occur at the end of lines.
The pattern describing which final words rhyme with which is known 
as the rhyme scheme and letters of the alphabet are used to denote 
this, e.g. abab indicates that the 1st and 3rd lines rhyme, so do 
the 2nd and 4th; abbacc indicates that the 1st and 4th lines rhyme, 
so do the 2nd and 3rd, so do the 5th and 6th.

alliteration	      -      grouping words together which begin with the same consonant 
                                        sound(s), e.g. the murmuring of innumerable men; silent, slippery, 
			slimy slug

onomatopoeia      -	use of a word which sounds like what it means, e.g. crash, 
			whisper, gurgle, whoosh





