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Religious Turmoil

After Henry VIII's death, his son became King
Edward VI, aged just nine years old. Edward
was tfoo young to rule and so a council made
decisions for him, but also made moves
against each other to fry and gain more
power. Edward died of a fever at age 15, but
in that fime managed to continue his father's
Reformation work and convert the country
to Protestantism. Edward knew that he was
very il and didn't want his half-sister Mary to
become the next monarch, because she was
a Catholic. He wrote a letfter proclaiming his
cousin Lady Jane Grey as his successor, but she
only reigned for nine days. Mary seized power
and beheaded Lady Jane Grey, along with her
husband and supporters. Mary changed the
official religion in England from Protestantism
back to Catholicism. When Protestant leaders
complained, she had themburned at the stake.
Almost 300 people were executed this way in
less than four years, earning her the nickname
“Bloody Mary”. Historian Eamon Duffy called
this “the most intense religious persecution of
its kind anywhere in Europe”.

Edward VI

Reigned:
1547-1553

Henry VIiI's only son, from his marriage
with Jane Seymour. England and
Ireland were ruled by a regency
council during his reign, as Edward was
too young. Fully fransformed Church of
England info a Protestant body.

Lady Jane Grey

Reigned:

10 July 1553-
19 July 1553
(disputed)

Lady Jane Grey was named successor
by Edward VI. Jane was a Protestant,
and the daughter-inlaw of Edward’s
Chief Minister. She was overthrown and
beheaded by Queen Mary

Mary |

Reigned:
1553-1558

Oldest daughter of Henry VIII from his
marriage with Catherine of Aragon. First
Queen Regent. Mary was a Catholic
who attempted to reverse her father’s
Reformation. Married King Phillip Il of
Spain. Nicknamed Bloody Mary.

Elizabeth |

Reigned:
1558-1603

Daughter of Henry VIII from his marriage
fo Anne Boleyn. Returned England to
Protestantism but allowed some Catholic
elements. Defeated Spanish Armada.
Never married and left no heir.




image2.png
1. Complete the time-line below. Make sure the gaps reflect the number of years.

1547: 1603:
Henry Vil dies; Elizabeth | dies.
Edward VI crowned.
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Mary | died in 1558 having had no children,
and so Elizabeth, her half-sister, became
Queen. Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn, was
beheaded when Elizabeth was only two years
old, and so she was raised by a governess
Catherine ‘Kat’ Ashley. Elizabeth was very well
educated, learning English, Latin, Italian, French
and Greek. She later learnt to speak Scottish,
Welsh, Cornish and Irish fluently. Elizabeth also
studied mathematics, history, geography
and astronomy, how to play different musical
instruments and how to ride and hunt.

Following the persecution of the Protestants
by Mary |, England was divided by religion.
Elizabeth returned the country to Protestantism,
but kept some elements of Catholicism to try
and keep some peace. However, Elizabeth’s
cousin, Mary Queen of Scofs (not the same
person as Mary 1) led a catholic uprising in the
north, supported by King Phillip Il of Spain, Mary
I's husband. Elizabeth ordered Mary Queen of
Scots execution, but later changed her mind.
However, the order was sent and Mary Queen
of Scots was beheaded in 1587.

Later in Elizabeth’s reign, she made life difficult
for Catholics, spying on them and issuing them
with fines. This poor freatment would eventually
lead to the gunpowder plot of 1605, when
some Catholics tried to blow up King James |
(Mary’s Queen of Scots’ son) in the Houses of
Parliament.

2. Why did Elizabeth approach
managing Catholicism during her
reign?

L

International Treaties and Spanish Armada

In 1588, King Phillip Il of Spain sent his “invincible
armada” - 130 warships carrying 2,500 guns
and almost 8,000 men - to England. His goal
was to overthrow Queen Elizabeth, who had
rejected his proposal of marriage in 1559.
Phillip was a devout Catholic who had been
married fo Queen Mary I. He felt that he had a
claim to the throne in England, and also a duty
to return the country to Catholicism. In 1587,
Mary Queen of Scots, a Catholic and ally of
Phillip, was executed. Furthermore, Phillip was
upset with Elizabeth, who had knighted the
explorer Sir Francis Drake. A few years earlier,
Drake had plundered many Spanish ports in
South America, stealing their treasures and
destroying their ships. The Spanish Armada
were defeated by the English, due to a mixture
of bad luck and tactical errors. England’s
smaller, agile ships as well as stormy weather
led to the armada fleeing around the British
Isles, with only half of their ships making it back
to Spain. This was a huge victory for Elizabeth,
who gave a great speech in case the Spanish
army made it ashore. Elizabeth wore silver
armour and shouted to her soldiers, "I know |
have the body of a weak and feeble woman.
But | have the heart and stomach of a king,
and a King of England too!”
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3. Select the three most important
Q reasons which in your opinion most
contributed to King Phillip Il sending
an armada to England.

Timeline of the Spanish Armada

a. 12 July 1588: 130 warships set sail from
Lisbon, Portugal.

b. 19 July: Beacons are lit after the armadais
spotted approaching the English Channel.

c. 23 July: English ships chased the Spanish
ships. The wind changed direction and
the Spanish ships could not turn easily and
attack the English ships.

d. 27 July: The armada sets anchor Gravelines
in France, trying to pick up a big Spanish
army waiting in Holland.

e. 29 July: The English send eight fireships info
the fleet. These ships were loaded with
gunpowder and wood, and so exploded
when fired upon. This scattered the Spanish
formation and caused panic.

f. 30 July: The smaller, more agile English ships
picked off and chase the fleeing Spanish
ships. The armada have to sail around the
Scotland to return to Spain.

g. August: Huge storms off the west coast of
Ireland sink many of the remaining Spanish
ships.

4. Use the time-line to plot the
events on to the map.
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