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.| 1. Read the information about some of the factors that affect biomes.

Temperature and Precipitation

Temperature (how hot or cold) and
precipitation (rain, snow, hail, sleet) affect
biomes and where they are located (their
distribution). This is because temperature and
precipitation control the plants that can survive
in an area and then this controls the animals
that can survive there. For example, in an area
that is very hot and receives litfle rain, few
plants can survive. This means that few animals
can survive because there is little water and
not much food. So, a desert biome is created.

Ocean Currents

Ocean currents are channels of warmer or colder water in the oceans. These currents move
warmer or colder water around the oceans and they are so powerful that they can affect climate
on land and therefore the biomes. For example, the UK has a warm current that flows along its
western coast. This keeps the UK warmer than it would be without the warm current. Therefore,
the UK has much milder winters compared to places in Canada along the same line of latitude,
which is affected by a cold current.
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E 2. Use the information on previous page to answer the questions.

a. What is precipitation?

b. How do temperature and precipitation affect where biomes are located?

c. Why does the UK have milder winters than parts of Canada along the same line of latitude?
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.| 3. Read the information about how humans affect biomes.

Humans rely on biomes for survival as food
and water come from biomes. Humans use
the soil fo grow crops (plants used for food)
and to farm animals. However, humans also
negatively affect the biomes they rely on. For
example, humans produce a lot of waste and
pollution and these damage biomes. Humans
also take lots of resources from the land, for
example by cutting down trees or mining
materials from underground. These activities
cause lots of problems for biomes when not
carried out carefully. When humans damage
the biomes, the plants and animals that rely on
the biomes also suffer. Humans are causing lots
of problems for themselves by not protecting
the biomes enough.

4. Use the information to answer the
questions.

a. Why do humans need biomes?

b. Why is it a problem when humans
damage the biomes?
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5. How does this image show why it is important for humans to take care of
the biomes?

Photo: turtle with a plastic bag in its mouth (plastic bags look like jellyfish, which turtles eat)
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® é. Using the images above, describe what impact throwing plastic away might have
on an ecosystem.





