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in your system. The viruses irritate the

reflex action — sneezing. As the sneeze

Sinuses are air-flowing spaces
behind the forehead, nasal
cavity, and eyes. Extra mucus
secreted during a cold can
block up the sinuses, causing
stuffiness and headaches. .

Which

other reason

for sneezing
affects

20 per cent

After days of battle, of people?

the body’s defences are
triumphant. The hard-
working mucus layer
has caught and disabled
the viruses, while
protective white blood
cells clear up the debris.

Up to 80 per cent of
colds are caused by a
group of viruses called
rthinoviruses (“nose
viruses”). These tiny
viruses are just 30 millionths
of 1 mm (0.04 in) wide.

When they enter the nose, the virus is
nasal lining, triggering an automatic

Dblasts thousands of tiny droplets into
the air, other people become infected.

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)
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TRUES Elephants
never forget

This is more than just mumbo jumbo.
Elephants recognize old friends after
long periods apart and know the
scents of about 30 relatives.

Grieving elephants touch the &2

skulls and tusks of the deceased <
with their trunks and return
to the site as if in mourning.

Kanzi, a male bonobo, communicates with
humans using lexigrams (symbols that i
represent words). He can also use tools, and |
{ even cook food over a campfire — showinga
human-like ability to think and express himself. ¢

The trunk contains
‘more than 100,000

muscles and the tip
is dextrous enough

Elephants are sensitive
and tactile, showing
tenderness and concern
when their babies are
upset. They enjoy
regular play time, which
strengthens social bonds.
As a form of greeting,
two elephants may
‘wrap their trunks
together affectionately.

to pick up a peanut. .....e*""

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)
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Though the tough skin
is 2.5 cm (1 in) thick, an
elephant will still cover
itself in mud to protect
against biting insects
and damaging sunburn,

How do
elephants use
their feet to
detect sounds?

KUALAS 0

| SLEEP FOR UP Tﬂ N

22 HOURS " Ja~

| A DAY A

These sleepyheads are diet-conscious. Koelas
eat only eucalyptus leaves, and these tough,
fibrous, and not very nutritious plants require
a ot of enengy to digest. Sleeping for most of
the day helps koalas to conserve energy.

| SOME ANIMALS
| DISCARD THEIR

BODY PARTS

When threatened by a predator;
some lzards wil leave ther tails

o distract their attackers as they
make a quick getaway. Stags often
cast off their antles after fighting
over females, and snakes shed their
skins when they outgrow the old one.

JAPANESE
MACAGUES
LOVE A

HOT BATH

In 1963 the first Japanese macaque
(8 2ype of monkey) ventured into the hot
water springs at the Jigokudani Monkey
Park in Nagano, Japan. Soon, all the
macaques were warming them:
in winter oy bathing regularly, showing

they leam by example.

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)
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Research Statements

You are caught on CCTV 300 times a day.
We swallow eight spiders a year in our sleep.
You catch a cold from being cold.

Elephants have good memories.
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Research Texts (to be used to check Research Statements) -

| 94 W SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

7 You are caught

on CCTV 300
times a dav Gy

travel problems, and
crowd control.,,

Can you really be caught on camera so
many times? This number came from a
book called The Maximum Surveillance
Society, published in 1999. The true
number of times depends on location.
Off the beaten track, you may never

be seen, but in the bright lights of the
big city, you can't be camera-shy!

1t is estimated there are up to six million CCTV
(Closed Circuit Television) cameras in use in the UK.
Exact numbers are difficult to gauge as CCTV usage
is constantly on the increase and many cameras are
privately owned. Opposers complain that it creates a
“Big Brother" state in which people have no privacy.

Google Street View and |
Google Earth are applications |
i that map the world and the |

streets where people live.
Special cars with streetview
cameras on top travel
around taking 360 degree
views of neighbourhoods.

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)
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~ TECHNOLOGY [

FﬁST FACTS

3 GOOGLE MAPS TECHNOLOGY | SOMIE SATELLITES IN SPACE o ©

HAS PINPOINTED | {?Safzﬂﬂéinc;ls gussrm)

DANGEROUS LAND MINES
N POST-WAR KOSOVO VIDE ON EARTH
Observation satellites are ke giant:

This has allowed mines to be cleared safely.

Google Mzps is the most used smartphone telescapes that are pointed al. Farth. They

application in the w gather information for weather forecasting,
el map-making, and enviranmental monitoring. {

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)
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8 We swallow
eight spiders a
year in our sleep

This thought is a nightmare for those suffering
with arachnophobia (fear of spiders), but it is
nothing more than a tangled web of twaddle.
The possibility of this situation ever happening
is highly unlikely, and there are no examples
in scientific or medical records.

Common house spiders ‘The leg span of a
trap flies and other Goliath bird-eating
bugs in their webs spider is about
before rushing out the same size as
to consume them.....,, a dinner plate. ..

In 2012 scientists used
computer simulations to find
out how well spiderwebs
withstood a range of stresses.
| Some could even survive

| hurricane-force winds! This
super-strength helps the

web stay intact when prey

is trapped within it.

: Jumping spiders
have eight eyes
and can leap up
o 60 times their
own body length.

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)
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THE DIVING BELL
SPIDER CAN STAY
UNDERWATER FOR

24 HOURS

The only spider known to
live entirely underviater, the |
diving bell spider weaves

SPIDERIVEBS CAN e

SPAN RIVERS ' pETROL HEADS

T Y STane 25098 | Tho yelow s pier s the smel of
made by a Darwis bark sider (n2010 | Petrol S0 much that i buiids webds in car
& sik container to trap air and crossed  rivr in Andasioe-Mantadia | engines. Over time the webs couldcause |
on the surface, which it then Neficr il Perk aoithe Bt M e | blockage and buid upof pressure. 11 2014 |

breathes through when underwater. i Mazda recalled 42,000 cars over fears the
fTEi by iy (ke .

webs could clog up fuel tarks, causing fires. i

-, The female redback
spider's colourful markings
warn would-be predators

The adult female - mottoattack it, and for
e good reason. The bite of
most poisonous spider this Australian spider is
AT Aeric deadly, even to humans

Spiders are part of the arachnid family -
eight-legged invertebrates with hard exoskeletons
but no wings. Statistics estimate that 50 per cent
of women and 10 per cent of men are scared of
spiders, but the fear outweighs the reality of this
eight-legged critter. All spiders are venomous,

but only some are harmful to people. Some
species hunt their prey, while others lie in
‘wait for it to become entangled in the web.

The golden silk orb
weaver spider, also
know as the banana
spider, weaves beautiful,
gold-tinted webs.

How long
does a Goliath
bird-eating
spider live?

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)




image6.png
. More than 200 different
" viruses can cause the
common cold, with
symptoms including
sneezing, sore throats,
and blocked noses.

¥

e it is true that colds are more
on in winter and cold air can

the cold shoulder. The only thing ' :
causes a cold is a cold virus.

Antibiotics can help the body
to fight infections. These
wonder drugs target and kill
specific bacteria, but they
cannot cure a cold. This is
because colds are caused by
viruses, and antibiotics work
only against bacteria.

As the cold invaders
advance, the nasal lining
fights back by produging

mucus - a sticky trap

for catching viruses,
dust, and pollen......

To10] ' COMPUTER KEVBOARDS
| POSSIBLE
| T0 SNEEZE WITH YOUR are DIRTIER

|EVES OPEN ~ |SMEEZES can | ot oo

{ The eyelids snap shut naturally during nE“n" 'I'np SPEEBS nF remote contrals, telephanes,

a sneeze, but f they are held open it is and door handles also contain
| still possible to sneeze —and cntrary o | 160 KPH (100 MPH) | more bacteria than the
populer legend, your eyes won't pop outl | It s the forge and magnitude ofthe | average toilt seat. As toile:
It believed that our eyes close as sneeze that allow germs to soread | sests zend to be disifected
proteciion from the microorganisms 50 quickly, inecting others wherever | they are often one of
and particles concained i the sneeze. the water droplets land. cloanest surfaces in the house.

Taken from DK True or False?, DK Children (2014)




