
Answers
1.	 Apart from leading the civil rights movement, what job did Martin Luther King Jr. have? 

Tick one.�

   US President
   teacher
   minister
   bus driver

2.	 Match up the sentences.

Martin Luther King Jr. fought for African-Americans and white people.

Some people treated him differently equal rights for all.

There were separate areas for because of the colour of his skin.
�

3.	 What does the word segregation mean?                                                                           �
Segregation is the separation of people based on their race.

4.	 	How were schools for African-American children different to schools for white children?  
African-American schools were not as well funded (inadequately funded) compared to 
schools for white children.

5.	 	What was the Montgomery Bus Boycott? What effect did it have on civil rights for African-
Americans?                                                                                                                               �
Pupil’s own response, such as: The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a time in 1955 when 
African-Americans refused to travel on buses in Montgomery, Alabama after Rosa Parks 
was arrested for not giving up her seat on a bus to a white man. The boycott lasted for 
385 days, during which people were furious and Martin Luther King Jr.’s house was 
bombed. The boycott ended with racial segregation ending on Montgomery buses.

6.	 	Why do you think the protestors chose to travel towards the Lincoln Memorial during 
the Washington DC march? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.                     
Pupil’s own response, such as: Protestors chose to travel towards the Lincoln Memorial 
as Abraham Lincoln was the president who abolished slavery in America. His memorial 
represents the advances that had been made in civil rights for African-Americans in 
America.
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7.	 	When did the Civil Rights Act become law?                                                                             �

July 1964

8.	 	Why do you think Martin Luther King’s funeral was so well attended?                                �
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The march was a turning point for Civil rights because 
it was after the followers of Martin Luther King Jr. had protested peacefully that 
more people took notice of their movement and agreed with their cause. The leaders 
of the march met with the US President and this was the start of the laws and rules in 
America changing to be fairer to African-Americans.

9.	 	Why do you think Martin Luther King Jr. is remembered as one of the greatest Americans 
in history? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.                                       �
Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Martin Luther King Jr. is remembered as one 
of the greatest Americans in history because of the impact he had on civil rights for 
African-Americans. Under his guidance, the civil rights protests were peaceful, even 
after people had been attacked themselves, and this helped people believe in civility 
between races.

10.	 	“The time is always right to do what is right.”

Explain Martin Luther King Jr.’s quote in your own words.                                               �
Accept any suitable explanation of the quote, such as: I think that Martin Luther King 
Jr. is encouraging others to stand up for what is right, whenever it is necessary; I think 
Martin Luther King Jr. meant that there is never a wrong time to do what is right.
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