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LESSON TWO

HOW DID THE SHANG DYNASTY BEGIN?



Which facts from your knowledge organiser will we be exploring today?



Try these questions 

about last week's work



Mark your own work.

How many did you get 

right?

Can you try self-quizzing 

with your knowledge 

organiser at home?

It is an oracle bone (or a dragon bone), and

it includes writing from the Shang Dynasty.



WHERE WAS THE SHANG DYNASTY?

Where was the Shang Dynasty? Before we learn about how the Shang Dynasty began, let’s have a look at where it 

was. The country of China today is huge. It is the third biggest country in the world, and has the largest population of 

any country: 1.4 billion people live there (that’s 1,415,045,928 people!). However, there were lots of civilisations in 

ancient China, and the Shang Dynasty covered a much smaller area than the country of China today. Most of the main 

cities in the Shang civilisation were near the Yellow River.



WHERE IS CHINA? 
WHERE WAS THE SHANG DYNASTY?

An

Can you shade in China on 

your map?



WHAT ELSE WAS HAPPENING AROUND 1600 BCE?

Whilst the Shang Dynasty was happening in China, early civilisations were appearing all around the world. Some were 

more advanced than others, as all of these cultures independently learnt how to write, make things with metal and learn 

about the world. After hundreds of thousands of years in the stone age, human culture advanced extremely quickly.

In Egypt the new Kingdom was beginning with famous pharaohs like Tutankhamen, 

Ramesses I and Ramesses II.

• Moses was born in Egypt about this time, before leading the Jews out of Egypt in the 

Exodus. 

• The Olmec civilisation was thriving in Mexico. 

• The temple at Delphi in Greece was being built, and the Kingdoms of Troy and 

Mycenaean-Greece fought the in trojan wars 

• Meanwhile in Britain, the Celts had just learnt to make Bronze, and in 1600 BCE 

were finishing off Stonehenge.



EMPEROR TANG

MANDATE OF 
HEAVEN

BATTLE OF 
MINGTIAO

ANYANG

Please read through all of the information on the Xia 

Dynasty on your sheet.
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Return to page 3 in your 

booklet and complete the 

learning review.


