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QP e e o
popular with the people of ancient Chin

Q 6. Place these events in order:

7.1n Chinese, Cheng Tang’s name is wriften like this. Can you fry and write
Cheng Tang's name in Chinese characters?
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. 3. Look at the size of China compared to the UK. What do you notice?

4. Look at this zoomed in map of China, and shade in the area Shang Kingdom.

-

What else was happening in the world? « In Egypt the new Kingdom was beginning

Whilst the Shang Dynasty was happening with famous pharaohs like Tutankhamen,

whist 9 Dync ! Ramesses | and Ramesses I.
in China, early civilsations were appearing !

all around the world. Some were more * MOses was bom in Egypt about ths fime,
all around the world. Some were more o 0 leading the Jews out of Eqypt in
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Before we learn about how the Shang
Dynasty began, let's have a look at where
it was. The country of China today is huge.
It is the third biggest country in the world,
and has the largest population of any
country: 1.4 billion people live there (that's
1,415045928 peoplel). However, there
were lofs of civilisations in ancient China,
and the Shang Dynasty covered a much
smaller area than the country of China
today. Most of the main cities in the Shang
civilsation were near the Yellow River.
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T Lot or earny CIvilisanons
(and major cities foday) were
by major (large) rivers. Why do
you think this is?

PO 2 Can you find China on this map and shade it in?
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Population | The number of people who live in a country or particular area.

Dynasty | Afamily of rulers, where power is handed down from generation to
generation.

Emperor | Arulerin charge of an empire, or lofs of different states/countries.

Drought | A very dry period, where there is little or no rainfall for a long fime.

Sacrifice | The act of kiling an animal or person, or giving up a possession fo a God.

Tribe A small community or group of people who live together and work
together.

2
Where was the Shang Dynasty 1. Lots of early civilisations

Before we learn about how the Shang (and major cities foday) were
Dynasty began, let's have a look at where by major (large) rivers. Why do
it was. The country of China today is huge. you think this is?

It is the third biggest country in the world,
and has the largest population of any
country: 1.4 billion people live there (that's
1,415045928 peoplel). However, there
were lofs of civilisations in ancient China,
and the Shang Dynasty covered a much
smaller area than the country of China
today. Most of the main cities in the Shang
civilsation were near the Yellow River.

PO 2 Can you find China on this map and shade it in?
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The end of the Xia Dynas Many families had been forced fo sell their
children because of the drought, and they
could use fhis gold coin fo buy fhem back.
Tang builta huge palace in Anyang, which
become the capital of China.

A dynasty means a kingdom made by
one family. passed down from generation
fo generation. Before the Shang Dynasty.
there was a powerful dynasty called the
Xia. We don't know much about the Xia
Dynasty. There final emperor of the Xia was
called Jie, who did not rule the kingdoms
‘well, and was unkind fo his people.

In China, anyone could become emperor
(or king) if they were popular and able.
They believed that the stars and planet
(the heavens) were spiits that shared
information and could punish the people.
An emperor needed the Mandate of
Heaven fo rule, which meant that they
believed they were chosen fo be in charge
by the Gods.

In 1600, the ruler of the Shang people,
Cheng Tang, rebelled against Emperor Jie.
Tang was a brave warrior, and defeated
Emperor Jie in the Batfle of Mingfico. The
Xia Dynasly was over, and Tang was the
new emperor of ancient China.

As well as being a great warrior, Tang
believed that an emperor should look after
his people. So, Tang lowered toxes, and
reduced the number of people that had
to become soldier

However, as s he became emperor
there was a huge drought. Legend has it
that Tang took himself o a temple, and
offered fo sacrifice himself fo the suprem
God if he made it rain. Soon after, the rains
came, and Tang was celebrated by his
people.

That wasn't the only heroic act that Tang
is supposed to have done. He united the
different tribes living cround the Yellow
River, and made special gold cains fo give
to poor familes.

orfrait of Tang was painted during the
ng Dynasty. two thousand years affer the
ang Dynasty ended.




