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Questions to Think About
Once you have read all three articles, make notes on a piece of paper under each of the four
subheadings. Use the questions for each heading to help you.

Purpose & Audience
e What is the purpose of the texts? Do they have the same purpose?
e What is the main point of each article? Are they the same?

e Who is each article aimed at? Who is the intended audience?
e Which article would you choose to read? Explain why.

e Which article is most/least formal? How can you tell?

e What tone is used for the articles? Serious, jokey, informative, angry?

e What impact does the tone have on the reader?

e Do the articles use the same sentence structures? Long/short sentences? Single or
multiclause sentences? Why do you think this is?

e Is the type of vocabulary the same in each article?

Clarity (How clear is each article?)
e How does the structure support the reader? Does the first paragraph introduce the article?
Do the paragraphs lead logically on from each other?
e Is the article clear? Do you understand what the main points are?
e Is the article consistent or does it change in tone or style? How does this make a reader
feel about an article? (A hard question!)

Reliability
e How much do you trust the articles to be accurate? Why?
e Did you spot any bias* or were the articles balanced?
e Did you spot any mistakes or were some facts different?
e Did the articles give you the whole story or just parts of it?

Bias — having a strong opinion which only sees things one way





