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Henry VIl

Henry VIl is possibly the most famous King
in English history. Although he is often
remembered for his many wives (and
his attitude to their survival), Henry also
broke England away from the Roman
Catholic Church. This split was known as
the Reformation, or sometimes the English
Reformation, because similar splits were
happening elsewhere in Europe. The move
changed the relationship between the
church and the monarchy, giving the king far
greater power. Henry also built over 50 ships,
and is known as the father of the Royal Navy.

1. What three things was Henry VI
most famous for?

English Reformation

Henry became King when he was 17 years old,
in 1509. He immediately married Catherine of
Aragon, a member of the powerful Habsburg
family, whose members were Kings and
Queens across Europe. Like the Habsburgs,
Henry was a Roman Catholic who even wrote
a book against Martin Luther. Pope Leo X was
so impressed with this book that he called
Henry Defender of the Faith, a fitle that every
English monarch has used since. However,
Catherine failed to produce a son for Henry,
andso he triedto have the marriage cancelled
(or annulled). When the Pope refused, Henry
called his parliament together and in 1534 it
passed the Act of Supremacy. This declared
Henry the Supreme Head of the Church of
England, and moved the official religion of
England from Catholicism to Protestantism.

3. Why was Henry named Defender
of the Faith by Pope Leo X?
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Martin Luther's 95 Theses

One night, in October 1517, a German priest
called Martin Luther marched up to his local
church and hammered a list of problems
(his ‘95 theses’) which he could see with the
Roman Catholic Church. Luther did not think
that the Pope had any special knowledge
of God; that only came from the Bible. He
was upset with how people could pay for
their sins to go away by making donations.
He also thought that everyone should be
able to read the bible, and that it should
be translated into the language that the
common folk spoke - the recent invention
of the printing press had allowed for many
more bibles to be produced. He formed his
own kind of Christianity, called Protestantism,
and split his followers split from the Roman
Catholic Church in the first ‘Reformation’.

2. Why might Martin Luther be relevant
to the question of why Henry
pursued the Reformation?

™

The Wives of King Henry VIil

As the Head of the Church, Henry was free to
annul his marriage to Catherine of Aragon. He
also shut down all of the monasteries, and gave
the money and land to a group of landowners
who were not members of the noble class. They
became called the ‘landed gentry’, because
they gotlots of newland from Henry. Around the
same time, Henry married one of Catherine’s
ladies-in-waiting, called Anne Boleyn. He was
desperate for a son to confinue his dynasty
and avoid the chaos of the Wars of the Roses,
where there was no clear heir. Although Anne
did give Henry a daughter, who would go on
to become Elizabeth |, she did not give Henry
a son, and after three years Henry had her
beheaded, accusing her of treason.
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He married Jane Seymour a few weeks later
and they had a son together, Edward, but
Queen Jane died shortly after giving birth.
Henry was then single for a few years, before
marrying agreeing to marry Anne of Cleves
after seeing a painting of her. When he met
her, however, he was not impressed, and
the marriage was quickly annulled. Henry
married Kathryn Howard next, who was still a
teenager at the time (Henry was 49 by this
point). There were lots of rumours that Kathryn
was being unfaithful fo Henry, and so he had
her beheaded in 1542. Henry's final wife
was Catherine Parr, who helped to bring up
Henry's three children until he died in 1547.
Catherine remarried, and died in childbirth
the following year.

4. What were the personal, economic
and political reasons Henry split
from the Roman Catholic Church?

personal

economical

political

5. What was the single most important
factor that led Henry to break with
the Roman Catholic Church?





