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You will find a clearer picture on the powerpoint with another labelled illustration.
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Hammer of the Scots

After conquering Wales, Edward turned his
attention to Scotland. The King of Scotland,
Alexander lll, had three children, but all died.
When Alexander died in 1286, there was no
obvious heir. This led to many people making
a claim to the throne in what became known
as The Great Cause. Edward became the
King of Scotland whilst Scottish nobles worked
out who would take the throne. However,
Edward continued to rule over Scotland even
after they had chosen their King. Edward
demanded the Scofts fight against the French
with him, but the Scots instead sided with
France and rebelled against Edward. This
led to many bloody battles, and Edward
confiscating the famous Stone of Destiny
(or Stone of Scone) which the Scots used to
crown their Kings on. This was placed in a
throne in Westminster Abbey in what became
known as Edward’s Chair. Although the Stone
has since been returned fo Scotland, it is still
used in English coronations to this day.

Scotland continuedtorebel against the English
lords that Edward had placed in charge of
the country. William Wallace led a resistance
army who defeated many of Edward’s
English forces. Edward returned to Scotland
personally in 1300, but the Scots responded
by raiding the English countryside. After being
betrayed in 1305, Wallace was captured by
English forces, and was publicly tortured and
executed. His head was dipped in tar and
placed on a pike on London Bridge. Robert
the Bruce, who would go on to become King
of Scotland, led another rebellion in 1306. To
fry and scare the Scots from rebelling, Edward
took a number of brutal actions. Bruce's sister
was captured and put in a cage for four years
outside Roxburgh Castle. He also tortured and
executed Robert Bruce's younger brother.
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4. In 2008, a historian called Mark Morris wrote a book about Edward | called “A Great
and Terrible King: Edward | and the Forging of Britain”

Jot down evidence that Edward | was a great King, and evidence that he was a
terrible King. Think carefully about how this historian might be defining ‘terrible’

(it does not mean useless)

Evidence that Edward | was a great King. Evidence that Edward | was a terrible King.
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The Prince of Wales

After he became King, Edward began a
conquest for Wales. Henry had lost control of
much of England, and Wales had been ruled
independently for centfuries. Many English
Kings before Edward had attempted to take
control of Wales, but allhad been unsuccessful
as the people there quickly rebelled against
the English. From 1267, the English agreed that
Llywelyn ap Gruffud would be known as the
Prince of Wales, and be in charge of all the
other leaders in the different parts of Wales.
But Llywelyn was unpopular, and many Welsh
leaders (including Llywelyn's younger brother)
defected to Edward’s side. In 1277, Edward
invaded Wales and easily took control of the
country. The country was divided into six shires
and brought under English administration.
There were some more rebellions, but Edward
managed to successful quash them, even
fighting in some of the battles himself.
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Edward I: a great and terrible King

Edward was named after Edward the
Confessor, who his father, Henry Ill, greatly
venerated. In Edward’s early life there were
many battlesforthe KingdomofEngland, asthe
barons revolted again, led by Edward’s uncle
Simon de Montford. Edward was involved in
this war both politically and militarily. He was
held captive by de Monftford, but managed
to escape and fought against himin the Battle
of Evesham, where de Montford was killed. A
skilled general and religious man, Edward then
went on a Crusade, but returned to England
after his father died in 1272. Edward married
Eleanor of Castille as part of a political deal,
he was 14 and she was 12. However, they
had a long and loving marriage, which was
unusual for medieval monarchs. They had 16
children together and Edward built twelve
monuments to her memory after she died.
There are known as Eleanor crosses and many
can sfill be found today.

o

1. Why do you think Llywelyn ap
Gruffud became known as ‘Liywelyn
the Last'?
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Castle Building

Edward fully colonised Wales, placing many
English lords in charge of the new shires. He
had his own son born there and the heir to
the British throne was known as the Prince of
Wales, a custom that is sfill in effect today
(Prince Charles is the Prince of Wales, and
when Charles becomes King, William will
become the Prince of Wales). To ensure that
he kept hold of Wales, and to help put down
any rebellions, Edward embarked in a huge
castle building project. Many of those castles
still stand today, 700 years later:

Caernarfon Castle as seen from the outside.

Beaumaris Castle

Conwy Castle
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Caernarfon Castle as seen from the inside. Harlech Castle
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® 2. Look at this plan of Beaumaris Castle. Together with the pictures on the previous page,
write five sentences about how these castle designs would have been successful
at defending the land.
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Getting Things in Order

Edward fully colonised Wales, placing many
Edward had seen the chaos thathad occurred
during his father’s reign, and did not want
similar rebellions whilst he was King. A new
parliament had been created in 1215 after
the sealing of the Magna Carta, but Edward
hugely expanded this group and made sure
that they met regularly. This allowed him to
negotiate the high taxes that he wanted
with the barons. However, Edward also made
sure that members of the church and two
elected representatives of each shire and city
attended.

This three-part model of parliament consisting
of landowners (Lords), elected common
people (commons) and the monarch is the
same system that we have today. As a resulf,
Edward is sometimes called the ‘father of
parliament’. He also made the judicial system
and the law much clearer and ensured that
it was applied in the same way everywhere.
However, Edward’'s desire for complete
financial control of the country, as well as his
antisemitism, led to him expelling all of the
Jews from England in 1290.

3. What are the three bodies of
parliament?





