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Who was a worse King: John or Richard?
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The Magna Carta

Neither the barons nor King John stuck to their
promises in the Magna Carta. Just a few months
after it was sealed, the barons rebelled against
the King, led by Robert Fitzwalter, one of the
barons who had had his land taken away by
John. The Prince of France, Louis, supported
the barons and invaded England making a
claim to the throne. He took much of England,
including the capital cities of London and
Winchester. However, when John died in 1216,
his young son, Henry Il ‘resealed’ the Magna
Carta. The barons switched sides to fight in
support of Henry lll and against the French.
This war lasted for another year, after which
Louis gave up his claim as King of England. He
returned to France.

5 7. Why is the Magna Carta seen
as a ‘key stone’ of English law and
democracy?

/ 8. Read the following quote. Can
you give examples of how John
“did interfere and wasn't heroic”?

“A lot of very effective medieval kings

are cruel and inspire fear but he hasn't
inspired trust. For people to trust a king
and fear him is essential but people
don't trust him...People wanted someone
to be heroic and not to interfere with
their lives. But John was a king who did
interfere and wasn't heroic.”

-Professor John Hudson,
University of St Andrews
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9. Who was the worse King: John or Richard?
You may like to include in your answer:
* What sorts of attributes a ‘good king’ would have had in medieval times.
* How they are different from what would be considered good leadership skills today.
* Accomplishments of Richard and John.
* Failures of Richard and John

* How their people saw them
¢ The impact that had on the monarchy more generally
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Henry Il had eight children, including five
sons who all wanted to become King. Henry
struggled to provide them all with the land and
the power that they wanted, leading his own
sons fo revolt against him. Henry the Younger
was crowned as a junior King whilst Henry was
still alive, but died at age 28. John appeared to
be Henry II's favourite son, and Richard joined
with the French King to fight against his father.
After Richard defeated Henry's army in Ballans,
southwest France, Henry agreed to name him
as SUCCESSOT.

Richard was a great military leader,
commanding his first army aged 16. It is for this
reason that he became known as Richard the
Lionheart. Upon taking the throne, he ordered
that all Jews should be banned from receiving
ranks and honour. When Jewish leaders arrived
o give gifts fo Richard, he stripped them of their
clothes and flogged them. Jews were then
badly persecuted in England, with many being
forcibly baptised. There were several massacres,
afterrumours swept the nation that Richard had
ordered all Jews to be put to death.

Richard spent very litfle time in England as King,
probably only about six months during his total
reign of ten years. Some historians think that he
didn’t see England as a home, just as a place to
collect money and men for his armies. He started
heavily taxing his people straight away, sold off
important positions and collected money from
the church, who were usually exempt. Richard
was said fo have declared "l would have sold
Londonif | could find a buyer”.

1. Richard | spent only six months in
England?

True / False

2. Richard was a friend to English
Jews

True / False
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The Third Crusade

As well as being courageous, Richard was
known to be cruel. He took an oath promising
to abandon the wickedness of his past, before
setting out on a Crusade — a religious war to
bring the Holy Land (modern day Israel and
Palestine) under Christian control. In the first
Crusade, (1095-1099) a mostly French army had
captured the Kingdom of Jerusalem. However,
in 1187 the Sultan of Egypt and Syria, Saladin
(left), recaptured almost all of the major cities
in the Holy Land for the Muslims.

Saladin was a great military leader whose
armies easily won many battles, but when it
came fo the important city of Jerusalem, he
allowed the Crusaders living there to pay a
small fee to leave safely, instead of waging a
battle. Hearing about Jerusalem falling back
into the hands of the Muslims, Pope Gregory
VIl called for a new Crusade. King Richard of
England and King Philip Il of France went on
a long Crusade (the Third Crusade) and took
many important cities back from Saladin.
In one particularly gory episode, Richard
ordered 3,000 Muslim prisoners including men,
women and children, to be decapitated in
full view of Saladin’s army. Saladin responded
by executing all of his Christian prisoners. The
Crusaders took more cities such as Jaffa and
Acre, but were unable fo take back control of
Jerusalem.

Meanwhile, Richard’s brother John was ruling
England and making a claim to be the King. On
his way back to England, Richard was captured
by the Duke of Austria, who was upset with
because he thought that Richard had killed his
cousin. Richard was handed over to the King of
Germany and Roman Emperor, Henry VI, who
demanded forty-three tonnes of silver for his
release. John was reluctant to pay the money,
but Richard’s mother helped to collect taxes to
pay the ‘King’'s ransom’. Richard was released,
and returned to England to be crowned again,
reminding his people that he was their King.
However, he then immediately left England to
fight in Normandy, as he had lost much land
whilst away. He was kiled by a crossbow in
France 1189.

3. What sort of attributes would a
good king have had in the twelfth
century?

i
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4. Jot down all of the evidence that Richard was a good King, and the evidence that
he wasn’t a good King.

Evidence that Richard was a good King. Evidence that Richard was a poor King.
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Probably John's worst failing, though, was how
he dealt with the barons (major landowners) in
England. He raised taxes without asking them
first, which the King usually did because it was
the barons who had to collect the money.
John also took away much of their land to give
fo his son, Henry lll. Taking property in this way
not only made John unpopular but showed
that he didn’t have to follow the same laws as
everyone else. He could simply act according
to his own will (whatever he wanted to do).

5. Which two skills of a King did John
lack?
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'Bad King John'

King John was the youngest of Henry II's
children and his favourite. Although Richard
succeeded Henry after his death, John ruled
over England for most of Richard’s reign, who
was away fighting in the Third Crusade and in
Normandy.

King John is widely viewed as one of the
worst Kings in history. His father was a fantastic
administrator,andhisbrotherwasafiercewarrior:
both key attributes of being a good medieval
King. John was neither a good administrator
nor a brave warrior. He was said to be vain,
jealous and vengeful. In 1194, whilst his brother
was away fighting in his holy war, John plotted
to seize the throne for himself. He spent huge
sums of money on fine clothes and jewellery
for himself. Just five years after becoming King,
John lost most of England’s territory in France.
Then, in 1209, he quarrelled with the Pope over
who should be the Archbishop of Canterbury
and was excommunicated from the church.

6. Who did John clash most seriously
with?

The Magna Carta and the Barons’ War

In 1215, a large group of barons confronted
the King and threatened to rebel if he did not
agree to a number of promises. These promises
were written down info a document called
the Magna Carta Libertatum (which means
the ‘Great Charter of Liberties’). The most
important promise that the King agreed to
make was that he would be subject to “The Law
of the Land”, meaning that he could no longer
simply do whatever he felt like. It was sealed
(signed) by the King at Runnymede on 15 June
1215. The Magna Carta can be seen as the
first declaration of basic rights, and promised
protection for the church, swift and fair justice
for everyone, and a limit on the amount of tax
the King could take from the barons.




