English 

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes

Monday 11th January 

Listen to and read Chapter 1 from the powerpoint.  

Have a think about these questions and discuss them with an adult if possible.  

What do the words ‘boiling’ and ‘booming’ suggest about the sea? 
Find the word that tells the reader the Iron Man is on the edge of the cliff. 
Find one word in the text that tells us the Iron Man’s body parts are spread over a large area.
Why did the gulls think the Iron Man’s hand was a crab? 
Why do you think the Iron Man walked into the sea? 
Can you find where the author uses a simile to describe the Iron Man’s size?


Watch the BBC Teach video clip.   https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zd2d7ty

Meet Chris Mould the illustrator of our beautiful book and have a go at drawing your own Iron Man  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FtNE2Fm-3Y&feature=youtu.be

I would now like you to label your drawing with descriptive phrases, adjectives and similes. See the example on the PowerPoint.  These are just ideas you will use to write a description tomorrow so they don’t necessarily need to be full sentences yet.  

Try to be adventurous with your language so instead of using big, could you use enormous, vast, colossal, immense.   Maybe choose a couple of your words to improve at the end with a thesaurus.  
I look forward to seeing your pictures. 


Tuesday 12th January 

Have another read of the Chapter 1 or watch the BBC video clip again.  

Now look back at your picture from yesterday.  

Today I would like you to write a detailed description of the Iron Man.   You must now turn your ideas into full sentences.  Plan each sentence out loud first.  Maybe tell an adult what you are going to write.  Does it sound ok?  Can you improve any words?  When you are happy it sounds good, write that sentence then remember your full stop.  No look back at your picture and repeat each step until you have a detailed paragraph describing the Iron Man.  Please make sure each sentence follows on from the last - do not write it as a list.  

To make your writing even better try to start your sentences in different ways.  You could use fronted adverbials - this is where you might describe where on the body something is - 
On his torso, 

On the side of his head, 

At the end of his arms, 

Or you could extend your sentences…

He had long, shiny arms which stretched almost down to the floor. 

Or even use both!

On the front of his face, he had two large, round eyes which shone like headlamps. 

The key to a good piece of writing is a variety of sentences.  Some long sentences, some short sentences, some simple words, some exciting words and so on.  

Aim to write about half a page.   Please note the Iron Man should have capital letters each time as it is used as his name in the book. 

Wednesday 13th January 

Today we are going to be writing in role as parts of the Iron Man describing how he manages to piece himself back together.  

Today we will need to write in the 1st person.  This means we will be using pronouns like I, me, my and mine.   This is different from the story which is written in 3rd person so it may be tricky!  Just keep imagining that YOU are the Iron Man.  

Here is a good example of the kind of thing we would like you to write today.  

 My eye flickered open to reveal two gulls staring at me, looking puzzled. One of the gulls wheeled around and picked something up that looked, from what I could make out, like a metallic crab. My hand! Luckily, he dropped it beside me on the sand and I rolled towards it, then, joining forces once again, I felt myself glowing blue. I managed to stand up on finger and thumb and craned out my forefinger like a long nose. With my eye tucked under the middle finger, I felt gleeful that I was coming back to life…my hand could see! I darted about, scuttling this way and that, like Pacman avoiding ghosts. I jabbed at one of the gulls – then another – and they were vacuumed up into the wind with a frightened cry. I kept searching, over rocks and stones, until I found something iron. I tugged. I heaved. I wrenched. Something belonging to me was stuck between two rocks. Clink! Clunk! Scrape! I hauled my arm free.

Can you see the mixture of sentences, some are long, some are only two words!  This is very detailed and yours might be a bit more simple but it’s just to give you an idea of the kind of writing. 

It could be very easy with this type of writing to end up with ...and then… and then...and then… so we have made a plan to help you write with a way you could start each sentence.  


	Sentence starter...
	Event to describe

	I opened my eye...
	Eyeball found by seagulls

	Suddenly, 
	Hand dropped beside eye 

	My hand picked me up...
	Hand and eye join together 

	Eventually,  we found 
	Search beach and find arm and hand 

	Then,  
	Find other eye

	Next, 
	Find a leg

	Soon, 
	Find other leg

	Then, 
	Hopped around beach found torso (body)
Hands fitted body back together

	Finally, 
	Found head and put eyes back in place.  All complete except one ear. 




You should end up with at least 9 sentences, you may have added more to include more detail and that is fine.  

Thursday 14th January

We’d like you to start today’s lesson by thinking carefully about how your body reacts to different feelings.  

Can you think about how your body would react to feeling frightened?  Can you act this out to someone at home?  What did you do?  How would you feel? 

Maybe you were trembling, your muscles were tight, you were breathing quickly or out of breath, your heart might beat fast, you might be sweating, crouching into a ball, crying or whimpering.  

How would you act and feel if you were being brave?  

Maybe you stood up tall with your shoulders back.  

Describing these things in your stories are ways to show how your character is feeling rather than just telling the reader  ‘He was scared.’   We call this ‘Show don’t tell.’  

For today’s lesson we’d like you to listen to Chapter 2 of the Iron Man on the PowerPoint.
Now we’d like you to Imagine that you are Hogarth.  We would like you to write a letter to one of your friends telling them what you have seen.  

Remember again, as you will be writing in role as Hogarth, you will need to use the 1st person again.  (I, my, me) 

Describe 

Was fishing - normal evening
Felt being watched
Saw two lights
Figure appeared
Describe what he was like
Ran home 
Told his dad
Dad dashed out to find him. 

If you would like to, and have access to a computer, you could try to write your letter to your Room 2 classmates and share it on the stream section of our google classroom. Otherwise just write it on paper and send a pic to us or write it an email whatever’s easiest. 

Friday 15th January 

Today we would like you to imagine that you are Hogarth’s father.  Close your eyes, get in character and listen to the PowerPoint.   Or an adult could read the text from here. 
‘You’ve just heard about the coming of the IM and how it petrified your son, Hogarth. You’ve taken down your double-barrelled gun, locked the house door and bolted off in your car, late at night and alone. You’ve driven farm to farm and got nowhere with the farmers – only one believed you but wouldn’t act until the following day. You’re feeling anxious. You’re feeling frustrated that no-one understands your sense of urgency. You’re feeling incensed. You noticed, in the yard, halves of tractors complete with teeth marks in the steel. The bewilderment. The confusion. The realisation and the panic. You decide to drive home, yet are faced with the IM at the roadside. Sheer dread. Intent on saving your life, you ram the IM in your car and topple over the giant. You’ve just arrived back home. Sopping wet through from the heavy rain and anxious about what is going to happen now. Have you made the IM angry? What will he do? Will he come after you? Have you scared him off? Are you a hero? ‘ 


Now we’d like you to pretend you are Hogarth’s father and write a diary entry for that evening.  

A diary is a personal recount of something that has happened that day.  So again you need to use first person (I, me, my).  You need to write in the past tense explaining something that has already happened.  Make it exciting and dramatic. 

We’ll give you the opening to start you off.

Dear Diary, 

As soon as Hogarth told me what he’d seen I knew it was bad. 
















