English 25.1.21

Over the next few weeks we will be thinking about story settings and writing our own stories with familiar settings.

Monday 25th January 

Today I’d like you to look around your house for lots of different story books.  These could be picture books or any of your reading books.  

I’d like you to look at the cover and the blurb, hopefully you will remember the story, and discuss the different settings where the story takes place.  

You may be able to group them into similar places.  Do they take place in a school?  Woods? Farm? And so on.  Are there common places for stories to be set?  Are there any fantasy settings? 

How do you know where the story is set? 

Where are your favourite stories set?  Do you like a particular type of story?

You don’t need to really write anything today just think about and discuss your favourite story settings.  You may want to read parts of these stories again and ‘magpie’ any good adjectives or descriptive phrases that you like.  This just means that we pinch and good words we’d like to use in our own writing.  You may want to jot these down somewhere.  

Tuesday 26th January 

Today we are going to look at a famous setting that some of you might already know.  It doesn’t matter if you haven’t seen this before or read the book yet. 

I’d like you to start by reading this description.  Please highlight any good phrases and words you like.  Do you recognise the description?  Some of you may.  

Now I’d like you to listen to the description again and close your eyes.  Can you picture the place? 

I’d like you to draw a  picture of what you think the setting looks like from the description. 

Now you may open the picture and compare it with yours.  Is it similar? 

Now you can watch this clip and see if it is as you pictured. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=095sQ6PzGTA

Now you can either use your picture or the one attached and I would like you to label the picture with adjectives, similes and descriptive phrases, like we did with the Iron Man the other week.  Remember these are just ideas, they do not need to be full sentences at the minute.  Try to think about using your senses, what would you see, hear, smell and feel? 
See Picture example

Wednesday 27th January 

Today I’d like you to look at the information on relative clauses.  They can help you add more detail to your sentences and build a better description.  

Relative Clauses

I would now like you to look back at your picture from yesterday and see if there are any places where you could extend your idea with a relative clause.  You may add them to your picture in a different colour if you have space or write them out as sentences onto paper.

Wednesday example 

Thursday 28th January 

Today I’d like you to use your ideas to write a description of the great hall setting.   Now remember the key to good writing is a range of sentences.  So with that in mind I’d like you to do what we call a slow write.  This makes the children really think about their language choices and ensures a range of sentences are used.

Watch the powerpoint to help you. 

I’d like you to write 

A 2a (2adjectives with a comma) sentence.
A sentence with a fronted adverbial.
A sentence with a relative clause. 
Describe something you could hear.
A sentence with a simile. 
A 3 word sentence. 

So your description should only be 6 sentences long but should hopefully sound amazing.  I don’t mind if you write in the third person (He, Harry, They)  or the first person (I, We ) just so long as you stay the same all the way through. 

Friday 29th January 

Today we are going to look at some fancy things called coordinating conjunctions.  They are words we use to join two sentences.  

Have a look at the powerpoint. 

Now see if you can extend these sentences using the coordinating conjunctions given.
