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Cod have regional accents, recordings reveal

The cod is best known for being deep-fried in batter and
placed on a pile of chips to make up the UK’s most famous
dish. But British scientists are about to probe a lesser-known
feature of the white-fleshed fish: its regional accents.

“They’re very different,” says Professor Steve Simpson, a
marine biologist from the University of Exeter who
specialises in the field of bioacoustics.

Underwater recordings of the peculiar grunts made by American and European cod reveal obvious
distinctions, he says. The Americans make “quite a staccato, banging, bop, bop, bop sound” while the
others do more of a “deep, rumbling growling”.

Prof Simpson thinks cod around Britain could have developed localised accents, too, because they
gather in the same spawning grounds generation after generation. But no one knows for sure, as the
research has yet to be done.

Part of Prof Simpson’s work will cover the impact on marine life of noise pollution from ships and
marine construction in Britain’s busy waterways. But he also wants to look at whether fish around
the UK have accents.

But Prof Simpson says the cod has a much richer array of rumblings, made by the male fishes’ swim
bladders to attract mates.

The variations in the sounds they make could make the fish more vulnerable to threats such as
climate change. As sea temperatures rise, cold-water species such as cod are migrating further north
to cooler spots, away from their traditional breeding grounds. This means that fish could be forced to
mix for the first time with others that “may not share the same vocal repertoire”, said Prof Simpson,
raising the prospect that they will struggle to integrate and breed.

He hopes to be among the first scientists to work on the £200m National Environment Research
Council vessel being built on Merseyside now dubbed the “Sir David Attenborough” after the famous
naturalist and broadcaster.

He thinks the ship will also help researchers learn if creatures in British waters are being affected by
human noise pollution. Seawater is much denser than air, so sounds travel much faster and further,
and Prof Simpson has already found fish on coral reefs that are susceptible to noise pollution.

By learning more about how fish communicate, scientists may be able to devise ways to minimise the
effects of human noise, perhaps by revealing the best times to build offshore wind farms or other
marine installations outside spawning seasons.
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YOU'VE COD TO BE KIDDING!

Fish expert to spend £300,000 of taxpayer money researching whether cod have different accents

A FISH expert has received £300,000 of taxpayers’ money — to study whether cod “speak” with
regional dialects!

Simpson believes cod off Cornwall sound different to those at Liverpool.

Did you say sum fin’ fsh exper thinks cod may not understand each other’s dialects

The expert will test his theory by putting microphones on the seabed and sending his team around on
kayaks with mobile recorders.

Prof Simpson — funded by the Government-financed Natural Environment Research Council — says
cod communicate with “elaborate thumping or growling noises” to attract a mate.

But with southern seas growing increasingly warm, the fish are
moving north.

Cod attract their mates with thumping or growling noises.

It is feared southern cod will not understand northern cod —
reducing the chances of breeding success.
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British tragedy as cod ACCENTS could put fish and chip
suppers under threat

FISH and chip suppers could be under threat because cod are struggling to understand each other,
scientists have claimed.

| ¢ A traditional British favourite, the fish and chip supper
could be under threat because cod are struggling to
understand each other

They said that cod have regional accents, with American
fish sounding very different to their British cousins.

As fish stocks move north due to climate change
warming up the seas, the rival tribes may not be able to
speak to each other.

The Exeter University study will be presented today in Liverpool at Into the Blue, the science
showcase run by the National Environment Research Council.

Prof Steve Simpson, Associate Professor in Marine Biology and Global Change, said cod may also find
their “voices” being drowned out by noise pollution such as ships’ engines.

He said: “Cod produce a variety of sounds using their swim bladders, to establish territories, raise the
alarm and attract mates.

As cod move north due to climate change the rival tribes may not be able to speak to each other.

“We may find that the ‘gossip’ essential to their society is being drowned out. If we value our fish
stocks — or our Friday night fish supper — we need to understand this.

“Recordings of American cod are very different to those from their European cousins, so there is a
precedent.

“This species is highly vocal with traditional breeding grounds established over hundreds or even
thousands of years, so the potential for regionalism is there.”

He warned that as sea temperatures rise, cold-loving fish species such as cod are migrating
north. Different regional populations coming into contact for the first time may not share the same
vocal repertoire and could struggle to integrate, share territory and breed.




