Population – Lesson 5
What challenges can an aging population present?
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Challenges of aging populations:
· More investment required for healthcare due to more elderly people
· Fewer people working and therefor paying taxes 
· Insufficient number of younger people to care for the elderly
· Increased poverty in elderly people as pensions fall short

Japan: has had an aging population for the last ten or so years. The Japanese government is currently struggling to deal with the challenges mentioned above.

The aging of Japan is thought to outweigh all other nations, with Japan being purported to have the highest proportion of elderly citizens. Japan is experiencing a “super-aging” society both in rural and urban areas. According to 2014 estimates, 33.0% of the Japanese population is above the age of 60, 25.9% are aged 65 or above, 12.5% are aged 75 or above. People aged 65 and older in Japan make up a quarter of its total population, estimated to reach a third by 2050.

Japan had a post war baby boom between 1947 and 1949. The law of 1948 led to easy access to abortions, followed by a prolonged period of low fertility, resulting in the aging population of Japan. The dramatic aging of Japanese society as a result of sub-replacement fertility rates and high life expectancy is expected to continue. Japan's population began to decline in 2011. In 2014, Japan's population was estimated at 127 million; this figure is expected to shrink to 107 million (16%) by 2040 and to 97 million (24%) by 2050 should the current demographic trend continue.

Japanese citizens largely view Japan as comfortable and modern, resulting in no sense of a population crisis. The government of Japan has responded to concerns about the stress that demographic changes place on the economy and social services with policies intended to restore the fertility rate and make the elderly more active in society.
(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aging_of_Japan) 

Further reading: http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/545/Aging_Population.pdf ; http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/545/Ageing_populations_UK_Japan.pdf 
Useful videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF14TCrMN2Q 
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	· Display the retrieval quiz and give pupils five minutes to complete it independently 
· Circulate to gather information about common misconceptions or mistakes.
· Read out the answers and ask pupils to self-assess their answers. They should write in the correct answers if their answers were not correct.
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Slide 5
[ANSWERS]
	· Analyse the source: pupils look at the map and use the information to answer the questions.
· Check answers using PowerPoint – slide 5
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	· Independent thinking: pupils think about the possible consequences and problems that might arise due to having more people aged over 65.
· Teacher reminds pupils that they looked at challenges of a growing population the previous lesson to get them in the right mind set.
· Teacher to ask for a few ideas. 
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	· Everybody reads: pupils read the text and complete the imbedded tasks as the come to them
· Check answers:
a) Decreased
b) True
c) True
d) Poverty amongst older people
e) i) increasing pension ages
ii) encouraging savings for retirement
iii) encouraging migration
iv) increase spending on facilities such as nursing homes
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	Everybody writes: Pupils write a paragraph answering the question ‘Explain the challenges caused by an aging population’. Teacher should point out the ‘You should include’ section of their workbook and remind them to look back at the text they have just read.
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[MODEL]
	· Redraft: Pupils read through the model on the PowerPoint. Teacher to identify some strengths: very specific, different sentence starters. 
· Pupils to then redraft their own answer. This might include using different sentence starter from the model or reorganising their writing so it is more coherent.
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	· Review: pupils turn to p. 3 of their workbook and complete the Learning Review from the lesson.
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