Weekly Planning
English – Balanced Arguments
	Day
	Starter
	LOs
	Main input
	IND / GROUP ACTIVITY
	Plenary

	This unit will present the children with an opportunity to work on balanced arguments and compete in debate with another group of children. They will cover the pivotal features and work on enhancing their ability to form constructive arguments whilst looking closely at two sides of a question or viewpoint.  

	5
	Prefixes.
Discuss the meaning of a prefix with children (an element placed at the start of a word to adjust its meaning)

The children should look closely at the list of prefixes and separate the prefixes from the root words.

Can they identify the meanings of the roots? How has the prefix changed the meaning?

As an extension, children should use the root or the root + prefix in sentences.


	To use a selection of number, conjunctive and manner adverbials to enhance cohesion, and add weight, to an argument.

	Prior to lesson, print out LOs with attached debate prompt.
Discuss adverbials of manner, using the slideshow. Display a variety and ask for examples of how they could be used. Adults may wish to give some examples themselves.
The class will be using a variety of strong openers to help support their opinions. Display slides 3 and 4. Both of these will prompt debate by making a statement. The children should use the displayed openers to practise forming their views more strongly. They should use either whiteboards and pens, or rough books, to complete this initial section of work.

	During session 4, the children used number adverbials to add cohesion. Today they should add conjunctive and manner adverbials to once again enhance their writing.
Ask the children to answer the statement on slide 5. This in an opportunity for them to use everything they have learned to this point to form a constructive, cohesive argument, full of rich language and personal opinion.

Ensure that they are using separate paragraphs that flow, and that topic sentences are being used to introduce each new viewpoint.

 
	Once the work is complete, ask the children who sided for and against the statement.
Hold a mini debate by asking one child for their strongest sentence/paragraph, before asking a child with an opposing view to respond.

Display the final slide - 

This time should be spent introducing the children to live debate and airing their views concisely to the group as a whole.

	6
	Possessive Apostrophes.
Discuss the use of possessive apostrophes to show singular and plural possession.

The children should use what they know to use possessive apostrophes to show possession for the four examples shown on slide 1.

Discuss errors and misunderstandings.


	To research and identify main ideas and key details in relation to a topic.

To use a search engine to retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction.
	Using slide 2, re-cover the key features of argument texts that may be used to add cohesion and to help write convincing, concise persuasive pieces.
Over the following three days the children will be research a topic for debate in small groups, forming arguments and then competing in debate in front of the main group.
Introduce the debate topic. Split the children into small groups (There should be an even amount of groups as each group will debate one other during the final session.

Each group should be assigned with arguing either for or against the topic. (It should be explained that they may not necessarily agree with the argument but that they should be able to research a topic and form an argument for either side.)
	Using computers, children should work in groups to research the main views in either support of, or in opposition of, the topic.
Discuss computer safety (www.swiggle.org.uk offers a safe search engine if more appropriate for the group)

Research should initially be collected on whiteboards or in rough books.

This should later be transferred to the form of concise bullet points in English books for reference tomorrow. (Refer to rules of bullet point lists using the slide show)
	Discuss and share the main arguments that have been identified.
Give the children an opportunity to add anything they have missed to their own lists.

	7
	Creative story writing.
Use slide 1. The children should use the story starter and continue to write their own continuation.

Push the children to think about their senses and to write in first person.
	To form a piece of cohesive, persuasive writing using key features, inclusive of adverbials of number and manner, paragraphs and topic sentences.


	Explain that today the children will be using the information that they researched yesterday to form a final piece of group persuasive writing.
They should consider the key features discussed over the past six sessions and include paragraphs, adverbials of manner and number, powerful conjunctions and topic sentences.
	Working on A1 or large sugar paper, the group should work collectively, sharing the information that they found in order to produce a final written argument in support of their side of the debate.
Ensure that the children understand that the purpose of their writing will be to take part in a debate during the next session. It should therefore encompass all their strongest points and must make sense grammatically.

Take a photo of each groups final piece for English Books.


	Tomorrow, the children will be presenting and taking part in debate.

Allow some time for the children to practise speaking through their work. Can they identify any errors that need to be corrected, or weak arguments that need adjusting?


	8
	No starter as class will be debating.
	To take part in a debate.
To listen and respond to other viewpoints and opinions.
	Prior to the session, arrange the classroom for debate.
Today the children will be debating each other in groups. This should consist of two groups taking part in discussion at a time, one in support of the topic and one against it.
Explain the rules of the debate to the class. One speaker at a time, no interruptions, both groups will be given the opportunity to air their views etc.
	Take photos during this session to stick into books.

Call two groups with opposing views forward at a time. One team should introduce their argument and present the piece of persuasive writing which was written as a group on the previous day.
Following the conclusion of the first presentation, group two should be given the opportunity to present their piece.

Once both groups have presented allow both teams to question one another, ensuring that there are no interruptions and that children wishing to speak use hands to do so. The audience may also contribute questions to either team.

On the conclusion of questioning, allow the next two groups to debate until all groups have had an opportunity to.
	Following the conclusion of all debates, conduct a vote. Who agrees that mobile phones should be allowed in schools and who believes that they should not be allowed?
Discuss how this kind of conversation can help to change opinion and introduce people to information that they may not have been aware of previously.

Has anyone changed their opinion during the process?


3

