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Through rigorous marking and feedback we aim to ensure that pupils understand what they 

have done well and how to improve their learning. Clear visible progress is evident. We do 

this by: 

 Frequent, detailed written and oral feedback 

 Positive comments highlighting what has been done well and developmental 

comments to show what needs to be done to improve further. 

 Regular opportunities to respond to feedback. 

Marking and feedback will: 

 Relate to children’s learning objective or individual targets 

 Recognise and praise effort 

 Be face to face when appropriate 

 Inform future planning 

 Be consistent across key stages 

 Be seen by pupils as a positive approach to improving learning 

 

EYFS 

 All Literacy and Maths work will be dated, with a Learning Objective at the top of the 

page. 

 All Literacy and Maths work will be responded to with a Learning Objective stamp of 

‘achieved’, ‘working towards’ or ‘not achieved’ 

 Any opportunities to correct work or respond to comments will be done at a relevant 

time with adult support. 

 Purple pens will be used by the children when appropriate to respond to comments 

 When appropriate, close the gap marking will be used. 

Literacy 

 Children will be given opportunities to correct letter formation at the end of their 

work. 

Maths 

 Children will be given opportunities to correct number formation at the end of their 

work. 



 

Key Stage 1 

 The type and level of marking will vary depending on the age and ability of each 

individual in Key Stage One.  

 Wherever possible, close the gap marking will be used to help children know their 

next steps in their learning. 

 

Literacy 

 Following any extend piece of writing, a marking sticker, appropriate to their level, 

will be used to show achievement (with ticks) and next steps (highlighted). The 

stickers (picture below) are a quick visual reminder, which allows children, regardless 

of their reading ability, to understand their next steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If written comments are also required, teachers will use a + to show positive aspects 

of their work and a – to show areas to improve (EBI). 

 Children will be expected to look at their marking stickers to identify their next steps 

and to act on these in future work.    

 Children are encouraged to use their sound mat or rainbow card to choose sensible 

phonemes appropriate to their phase of Letters and Sounds. Phonetically plausible 

spellings will be accepted until children have learnt all of their sounds. Where 

spelling mistakes are made (if the child should know how to spell the word using 

their phonic knowledge or if it is a HFW) it should be corrected above the word and 

then written at the end of the piece of writing for the child to practise. The teacher 

can sound mark the word if they think that it would be useful or underline the part 

which they got wrong. 

 Any missing punctuation will be marked with a highlighter to encourage children to 

go back and correct their work. 



 If children are forming letters incorrectly, then children will be asked to practise 

these  

at the end of their work. 

 Regular, unaided pieces of writing (approximately every two weeks) will be marked 

using the marking stickers for the child.  The stickers will be highlighted to show 

what the child has achieved and next steps will be identified by the teacher using the 

– symbol.  

 Any extended pieces of cross curricular writing in topic and science books will also be 

marked using the marking stickers for consistency. 

 

Maths 

 In Year 1, each individual piece of work will be marked on the appropriate page. 

 Throughout Year 1, children will begin to reflect on their learning using a smiley face 

system when appropriate. 

 In Year 2, children will be required to complete their marking ladder where they are 

given the opportunity to reflect on their learning against the objective by using a 

smiley face system or short comment. 

 In Year 2, teacher comments will be placed in the marking ladder next to the 

comment from the child. Additional comments (if needed) will be placed on their 

work. 

 In Year 1 and 2, children will be given opportunities to go back and correct work, 

practise number formation or complete an extension activity/question. These errors 

or questions will be marked with a highlighter to draw children’s attention to them.  

 In Year 2, additional written comments may be included (in line with their reading 

ability) to further their learning. 

 

KS2 

As children progress through KS2 the marking will be more specific and detailed depending 

on the age and ability of the children. 

Literacy 

 Following any extend piece of writing, a marking sticker, appropriate to their level, 

will be used to show achievement (with ticks) and next steps (highlighted). The 

stickers (picture below) are a quick visual reminder, which allows children, regardless 

of their reading ability, to understand their next steps. 

 Teachers will make written comments and a green highlighter will be used to show 

areas to improve. 

 Children will be expected to look at their marking stickers to identify their next steps 

and to act on these in future work.    



 Any missing punctuation or if the teacher wishes to see better vocabulary the area 

will be marked with a green highlighter to encourage children to go back and correct 

their work. 

 Any extended pieces of cross curricular writing in topic and science books will also be 

marked using the marking stickers for consistency. 

 

Maths 

 

 Marking ladders will be used at the end of each lesson, including next steps when 

appropriate. Sufficient time must be given to ensure children are able to respond to 

the marking. 

 Next steps should challenge the children further or consolidate the work that they 

have done. 

 There should be regular opportunities to apply the knowledge the children have 

(convince me/ show me) 

 

Teachers should apply the following symbols: 

 A L/O achieved stamp where appropriate 

 A working towards L/O where appropriate 

 I – where child has worked independently 

 CT – where child has worked with teacher 

 TA – where child has worked with teaching assistant 

 VF – where verbal feedback is given 

 SMP – if need to speak to child 

 // - where new paragraph is needed 

 FS – full stop 

 CL – capital letter 

 ^ - missing word 

 Orange highlighter for any misspelt word  
 

 

Presentation in books 

 Children to write date and learning objective and underline in pencil with a 

ruler. This to be introduced in Year 2. 

 1 digit 1 square in Maths. 

 Cross out with single pencil line 

 Children to be given pen when they can form letters correctly and are joining. 

This is at teacher discretion. 

 



 Individual Targets 

There will be 3 targets in front of Literacy and Maths books. These are to be decided upon 

after considering age appropriate expectations and children’s personal areas of difficulty. 

These will be updated every term or more regular if appropriate. 

 Handwriting  

Handwriting is to be carried out up to Year 6 (Year 6’s teacher discretion) regularly. 

Handwriting policy to be written for start of 2016-17 

 

 

 

 

 


